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improvement and extension of public education, but it
provided no real powers. It was obvious that the per-
manence and influence of the Board would have to
depend almost wholly upon the intelligence and force of
character of its secretary, and the peculiar fitness of
Mann can alone account for his selection. By reason
of his efforts in behalf of educational reform, Ms per-
sistent advocacy of the bill as a member of the legisla-
ture, and his undoubted merits as an educator, a school-
master named James G. Carter would seem to have
been the logical man for the secretaryship. The
teachers of the state were bitterly disappointed that
one outside their number should have been preferred,
but It would now appear that the choice of a broad-
minded and philanthropic statesman was most wise.
Mann, moreover, did not seek the placey and the sur-
render of a fairly lucrative practice and an assured
career for the mere pittance and the uncertainty of the
secretaryship was no small sacrifice. Yet his only hesi-
tation was as to his qualifications for 'filling this high and
responsible office/and his zeal to "adequately perform its
duties.5 Having accepted the responsibility, he wrote the
governor that "so long as I hold this office, I devote myself
to the supremest welfare of mankind upon earth/5 and,
closing his law office, he made the memorable declaration :
" The interests of a client are small compared with the interests of
the next generation.     Let the next generation, then, be my client.'7